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A hidden gem

While the imposing Mexican Church on the banks of the Danube in Vienna captivates 
visitors with its massive brick towers, its interior conceals a sacred gem of extraordi-
nary delicacy: the Elisabeth Chapel. Erected in memory of Empress Elisabeth (“Sisi”), 
who was assassinated in 1898, it is a prime example of the “Golden Age” of Viennese 
Art Nouveau. The chapel’s dome is not merely an architectural crowning element, but 
a precious relic, meticulously composed down to the smallest detail.

Mosaic art at the highest level

The interior of the dome is almost entirely lined with magnificent mosaics created 
based on designs by Carl Ederer. Christ is enthroned in the vault as the ruler of the 
world, surrounded by angels and saints who bear a direct connection to the House 
of Habsburg and the Empress. The use of real gold leaf and glass stones ensures that 
the dome develops a magical luminosity even in low light. The mosaic appears like a 
second skin that fluidly envelops the architecture and dissolves the boundaries of the 
space.

The Aura: A Moment of Intimacy and Silence

Standing beneath the dome of the Elisabeth Chapel, one experiences an entirely dif-
ferent atmosphere than under the monumental cathedrals of Aachen or Budapest. 
Here, “heaven” feels within reach. The circular shape and the warm, golden hues cre-
ate an atmosphere of deep intimacy and security. One does not feel lost in infinity, but 
rather cradled in a shimmering cocoon. It is a quiet, almost melancholic grandeur that 
invites visitors to forget the world outside and immerse themselves in the splendor of 
a bygone era.

The Geometry of Worship

The chapel is designed as a self-contained central structure, with the dome forming 
its focal point. The octagonal structure of the base transitions harmoniously into the 
dome’s curvature. Every ornament, every tile, and every window is part of a rigorous, 
symmetrical design that radiates order and peace. In the exhibition “Wie im Himmel,” 
this chapel represents an attempt to transform the memory of a loved one into an 
eternal, golden vision.
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