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The gold standard

The dome of St. Peter’s Basilica is not only an architectural masterpiece; it marks the 
culmination of the Renaissance and the dawn of the Baroque era. Begun by Michelangelo 
Buonarroti, who took over the project at the age of 71, it combines the grandeur of the 
Roman Pantheon with the elegance of the dome of Florence Cathedral. With an interior 
height of 117 meters and a diameter of over 42 meters, it remained for centuries the 
most daring structure in Christendom – a stone testament to humanity’s urge to come 
as close to heaven as possible.

Architecture of Light and Letters

The drum on which the dome rests is unique: 16 massive double columns bear the 
load, while monumental windows between them allow light to flood into the interior. 
Directly beneath the vault runs a frieze with two-meter-high letters on a golden back-
ground. The Latin inscription “Tu es Petrus...” (“You are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church”) anchors the theological significance at the center of power. Here, 
the dome appears like a giant stone seal connecting the floor of the basilica to the 
firmament.

The Aura: The Overwhelming of the Mind

Standing directly beneath the dome, in front of Bernini’s massive canopy, and looking 
up, one experiences a moment of utter awe. The perspective seems to stretch into 
infinity; the mosaics of the evangelists and angels grow smaller and smaller as they 
rise upward, until the gaze is drawn to the light of the lantern. The aura of this place is 
marked by an almost intimidating grandeur. It is a space that takes your breath away 
and reminds visitors that they are part of a millennia-old, universal cosmos.

The Eye of Rome

For the exhibition “Wie im Himmel,” St. Peter’s Basilica symbolizes the absolute ver-
tical. The dome’s double-shell construction set the standard for nearly all subsequent 
structures – from St. Paul’s in London to the Capitol in Washington. It is the “Eye of 
Rome,” drawing in light and radiating blessings. This photograph of the dome encap-
sulates all the themes of the exhibition: light, geometry, faith, and the eternal wonder 
at what lies above us.
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